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Abstract:

Al-Marj region during the period 1973-2022, highlighting differences
between urban and rural areas. Marriage rates are considered key social and
demographic factors directly influencing fertility, alongside the significant role
of economic, educational, and cultural factors in shaping variations in marriage
and reproductive patterns between urban and rural populations.

The study employed multiple methodologies, including the regional
approach, the comparative method, the historical method, and an analytical
approach using official data and demographic statistics. The results revealed a
clear decline in marriage and fertility rates, with a faster decrease in urban areas,
continuing through the 2017—-2022 period, where the crude marriage rate reached
7.1%o in urban areas and 5.6%o in rural areas. Total fertility declined from 8.9 and
9.9in 1973 to 5.2 and 5.9 in 2022 for urban and rural areas, respectively.

The study confirms a positive correlation between marriage rates and total
fertility, with a stronger effect in urban areas. The findings indicate that the Al-
Marj region has undergone classical demographic transition stages, with spatial
differences reflecting the varying impact of social, educational, and economic
factors, highlighting structural changes in the social and reproductive behavior of
the population.

Keywords: Crude marriage rate, general marriage rate, refined marriage rate, total

fertility
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