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Abestract

The Tafrata plain represents a prominent model of the accelerated spatial
dynamics characterizing Moroccan rural areas in semi-arid regions. This
research aims to analyze the transformation pathways of agricultural
systems within the plain, manifested in the gradual transition from a
traditional extensive pastoral system to a dense agricultural landscape
based on irrigated farming and olive cultivation. The significance of this
study lies in monitoring the intersection of human exploitation with
available natural resources, particularly after the 1990s, which marked a
decisive turning point with the introduction of hydro-agricultural
management and the modernization of production methods. By analyzing
the duality of irrigation systems and exploitation techniques, the article
examines how technical modernization has contributed to reconfiguring
the morphological and functional structure of the plain. It further
highlights the socio-economic implications of this shift while addressing
the environmental challenges and sustainability stakes imposed by this
intensive agricultural pattern in a fragile environment.
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Irrigation Intensification; Pastoral System; Semi-arid Regions
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